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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 766 

E.O. 16652: N/A 
TAGS: OGEN 

SUB J : ANNUAL POLICY ASSESSMENT 

REF: LISBON 698 

1. WE RECOMMEND THAT SUBMISSION DATE FOR LISBON'S ANNUAL 
POLICY ASSESSMENT BE MOVED TO MAY 15. 

2. CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECTION SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE NO 
LATER THAN APRIL 25, WITH PROBABLY DATE APRIL 20. FIRST FREE 
ELECTIONS IN HALF CENTURY ARE EXPECTED TO HAVE IMPORTANT EFFECTS 
ON POLITICAL SITUATION HERE-EFFECTS THAT GO WELL BEYOND THE 
QUESTION OF WHAT TYPE OF CONSTITUTION PORTUGAL WILL DRAFT. 
BECAUSE ELECTIONS WILL BE FIRST NATIONWIDE QUANTITATIVE 
MEASURE OF STRENGTH OF VARIOUS POLITICAL FORCES. ELECTIONS ARE 
LIKELY TO CAUSE CHANGES WHICH WOULD RESULT IN AN OUTDATED 
ASSEMSSMENT LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER ITS DRAFTING. 
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